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manner, . let fuch- know, I am 0 learned. Apadetmick, | 
that may think themſelves immediately concerned, when they ſee 
lain the ſame : but if it appears to be the truth bas debe cgi 
st L would have none think, that I do believe the whole body 
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Lame ſubject as this Tnall fe doth 
10 Umits d yet I am hot en hopey 
fon my may, Fiche bly be in doubt, whether ITHES, as now. 7 
id. By de e ble by. net for the BING of a 
olÞe 
red, or anſwered, as they ſeriouſly peruſe ough_ - 
the” ſtile therein may. ſeams to TRE 8.8. in a mean and 
but a. po Mechanick ,;.and-havsendeayqured;to be.. intelligible, - 
Ute aff And if it de fable 5 the cenſure of 1 4 80 0 
their Craft to be in danger, let ſuch make it appear, that it is con- 
trary to the naked truth, and far be it from me to juſtify or main- 
vill be found to the contrary). then I deſire it may prevail anc 
wmolper over all falſhood and error. 
of the Clergy of England to be equally ity, of oppreſſion, &c. | 
lays. Ne Bat that there are —.— ober and Fe, 5 men, 


| mong them, conſidering their ſtation 4 Which I deſire that the, 
Word, in his due 25 may make able Miniſters indeed, not of 
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3 tioned in Scripture ; and this only was in and under the Firlt 


"Tus Poon Mecnanics's 5 Pina, &c. 


1 HE contiderntian of the great oppreſliim and heavy burden 
of Tires, that is impoſed upon the inhabitants of this 
land, and lieth weightily upon the laborious huſbandmen and 
farmers, that beſtow great labour and pains, and alſo are at great 
charges, in manuring and ordering their land, ſowing of their Rel, 
maintaining of ſerrants, keeping of ny great rents, and taxes, 
mo and many calualties and hazards the are liable unto; then 
3 waiting the appointed ſeaſ- and expecting. (through the 
rin to reap the fruit of their labours; but perhaps a 
Lows (i not more} of their profit is raked away by by the 3 
monger s ſervants: But chiefly - this unreaſsnable '3 
Tubes is moſt heavyand burdenſomeupon thoſe that oo omen 
fake cannot. ls o juan th miniſtry. which 
is. not of God. And this 5 0he eine noo 
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"Therefore, ibis ah” ie i f 0 my l to. write con 
Sn the fare; under theſe three heads 4 chapters. WD NS at 
_* Firſt, Of the Manner and Nature thereof, and end oy which! 
the wie piven under the Law, and their Aboliſhment. . * 
Lon. Of the Maintenance of Chriſt's Munuſters under th Fs 
Di prin the Primitive Fimes 
And Thirdly, Of the eſtabfſtment of Tithes, afterthe Ap Lollar 
. contrary both to Law and 25 ha K e of 
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3 given under the Law, and their 4 Brent. 


| Hs were cortiinife dy the Lad da Md 1 Vas 
or Firſt Covenant, to be paid by Iſrael in the land of 
_ Canaan unto the tribe of Levi; and 1 any other people or na. 
tion had the like command to pay them, is not fo much as men- 


Covenant: Fur this tribe the Lord choſe; and ſet apart for bi 
work and ſervice of the Tabernacle, and Mee of the riefthoed 
for the Lord ſaid, © I have given the children of Levi all the 
< Mb pen . hog. an inheritance the 19 e en they 
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1 | *%* 5 3 
ewe the ſervice of the Tube * ob ce Coig 
tion, Numb. xvifl. 21. And they had no other . — 
n their brethren; for the Lord was: their inheritance, Deut. 
= % And of the Tithe of the land, whether the ſeed of the 
1 « ſand, or fruit of the tree, it was holy unte the Lord, Leit. 
0 xvii. 90. And when they had received of their brethren, the 
d children of Iſrael, as from the Lotd, “ their Tithe or Tenth, 
at « they were commanded to offer an heaye-offering of it to the 
d, «:Lord:alſsy- even a tenth part af the Tithe, Numb. xviii. 26. 
85 
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he 
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And this was the portion of Aaron the Prieſt, for himſelf, and 
his ſons,” even __ er of the ws or an hundreth part, Numb. 


80 by this it is Guide, that the de be rene; why: the vibe 
of Levi received Tithes, was, iſt, Becauſe they had no part, 
portion, or lot in the land, as the oihertribes bad 2dly, Becauſe 
it was their daily work to ſerve at the Tabernacle, and to be 
aſſiſtant. to the prieſts, in killing and offering beaſts, Kc. for 
ſacrifice; with many other things, too numerous to be here inſert- 
ed, but may partly be ſeen 4 in en third, fourth, FEY 
cha 
0 1 Wa one-cibe: may FR thoveht: to be (ir not a full 
tenth, yet) near a tenth part of the people; but they were not to 
enjoy or poſſeſs the full tithe or tenth themſelves 3 for the widow, 
and the therleſt, and the ſtranger that were within their gates, 
were to come and eat and be fatiafied; Deut. xiv. 29, For there 
was not to be a beggar in Iſrael; ie were not to ceaſe | 
out of the land, Does: i 


Miniſters, or Tithe-Mongers of theſe d 58, with the manner and 
practice of the Levites and Prieſts under: the firſt covenant, as 


e. y ſee a great difference and contrariety-. 
r obſerve, 1. Here was one whole tribe that W Tihe, as 
the Lord'commanded ;'which may be, as I ſaid, near a tenth 


ne not the hundredth part of the people in England, including 
their wives and children. Then note, How unreaſonable it is in 
them, that call themſelves Goſpel Miniſters, to exact and take ten 


6 imes' as much by the law of man (conſidering their number 
e Ft proportionably-) as the Levites had given them by the law of 
wy God, and yet perform not that ſervice 15 Which _ were given. 


2. There was no other tribe to receive Tithes, but only the 
vibe of Levi: But if theſe Prieſts were put to prove themſelves of 


wy . 5 2222 _ Ratner ONE ir would 1 1 


Now / to compare the 8 and ry of aa National: . 


of the people in the land: But, I believe, the National „ 17 


wii. 19. 1 


| rd by the Lord; I think there are but few fo blind,” hub: by 
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. „ ih os ou Fig | 
ſleongeſt brains-amongſt them, and be a harder thing for them to 
do, than by all their wiſdom and peruſal of ehcp oe they - 
could perform. So then, ſeeing they cannot prove themſelves of 

* that race or tribe, let them ſhew a command, it they can, that any 
other tribe had to-take Tithe, throughout the whole Bible. ' - 
3. The Levites had no inheritance among their brethren in 
the land of Canaan. - But many of the national prieſts have beſides 
their Tithes, glebe-lands, and ſome conſidetahle eftates in land, 
and other ways of gain and profit, ſufficient for a competent lire- 


would not agree with the manner of their education, e 
take upon them, the occupation of a butcher, to kill bullocks, rams, 


. is VErY evident they are in leveral places. . „ 
Noa if it were poſhble (as it is not) that the national miniſters 
could wake full proof that all things relating to the firſt- covenant 
 _ they did preciſely practiſe and obſerve, yet it would nat avail them, 
be vindicate ſueh a practiee under the ſecond covenant, or poſpe): 
diſpenſation ; for the Lord ſaid hy the mouth of Jeremy, # That. 
de day is come that I will make a new covenant with the houſe 
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« of Iſtacl, PATSY de nate of Judak not Wen 
. covenant that I made with their fathers, in the day that T doo 
« them by che hand to eig en 188 7 4 land ane Ws 
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er. xx. 31, 32. 


Now this new covenant, I believe ads are Go or but ws 


but that do own it to be the Felten diſpenſation, Which was ful - 


glled when Chriſt came and ſuffered; or the author ta the He- 
brews alludes to the ſame poor of ſcripture; Heb.” vii. 8, 9. and 
alſo ſpeaks, that if the firſt covenant had been faultleſs, then ſhould | 
no place have been found for the ſecond, for that could not make 
bim that did the ſervice perfect, as appertaining to the 1 
Heb. ix. 9, 10. which ſtood only in outward and carnal things; 
therefore a Lord faid, I will make a new one and Chriff the - 


everlaſting High-prieſt, Heb, vii. 27, 28. came to do his Father's 


will, and offered himſelf up once for all; ſo be taketh away the 
firſt; that he may eſtabliſh the ſecond, Heb. x: '9. and changed the 
Levitical prieſthood and the rieſthood being changed, chere is 
made of neceſſity a change alſo of the law that was 'oitward,” 
Heb. vii, 1 2. for Chriſt was the end thereof, Rom, x. 4. in Which 


Tithes were. included, being 4 e rite, belonging to that 


Now I cannot perccive that. 12 can d Et that the. 
that was due to me. 


that was ; aboliſhed for which . were given. 
But the ſecond covenant, which was not ee to the bb. 


(2. outward, was, that the Lord would put his law in their in- 


ward parts, and write it in their hearts, and there ſhould be a more 
e kuowledge of the Lord, Heb. viii. 10, 11. for his ſpirit 
is goſpel diſpenſation of the new covenant, is poured orth .. 
15 ſons and Aangdters, As. ii. 17. as was pro iefied by Joel, F 
chap. ii, 28. ſo that the Chriſtians can ſay, (as they 8 05 the” 


— 87 in them, for God hath ſhewed it unto them, Rom. i. 1 
For they 
* which they were held) that they ſhould ſerye the Lord in news 
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belng delivered from the law, (that being dead fn” "Y 
« 1 55 of ſpirit, and 5175 in the. 3 of che leuen, 5 Rom. ; . 
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aboliſhed by Chriſt ;. and 
lion, came to take place * 


ly as . rr 15 


. the feſt deren or sen of a 
at Was vt and chiefly relating to the Jews, was 
the ſecond covenant, or goſpel diſpenſa- * 
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. the Second To YFaant, 0 or Cote el Diſpenſation, 


W Chriſt ſent forth his ae ples to preach unto. 'the 
__— - - people, he ſaid, “ The. harveſt is great, But: the la- 

a bourers are few : Pray ye therefore the ts the harveſt, that 
unk (mark, it is God's work) would ſend. fart! labourers into. the 
harveſt. Ge your ways (laid he) Behold I fend you forth as 
lambs among Welver, Yaks N. 2, 3. but then 9 commiſhon 

was: only to the Ms and into ſuch cities as he himfelf ſhould 
come; for he aid, “ G5 not into the way. of the Gentiles, But rather 
| be the loſt [beep of the * of 1ſrael ; freely, ye have receroed, freely 
lat. X. 5, 6, 8. by Which we may obſerye, although 
Us 7 2205 at that time did pay Tithes, and it was lawful for them 
ſo to 45. Luke. xi. 42. for Chnilt had not yet ſuffered, yet his 
miniſters had no ſuch. command from him to receive them; 85 his 
command was, chat they ſhould eat and drink ſuch things as were 
ſet before them, by thoſe that received them and their doctrine only, 
_ for the [abourer is worthy of his meat, or hire, Luke, X. 8. 
80 his followers. then (as well as now) were ee Wich his 
allowance, for they returned rejoicing, and could fay, they lacked. 
nothin "85 for without doubt, ſuch whoſe. hearts as were open to re - 
- ceive them and their doctrine, were alſo pen to e to 
. neceſ/ſates. .. * 

But when Chriſt had ſuffered and roſe ag gain, finiſhing | what be 
Wo to do, John. xix. 30. then he bid his Be go _ teach all 
nations (now, both Few. and Gentiles) what to do! to obſerve all 
things. whatſoever I have commanded. you, 15 he) and lo, 1 
am with you . alzva „ even unto the end 0 the world, Matth, 
XX&yii. 5 20% Now if all things that commanded were 
to be ?anght to all nations to obſerve, how can any ſuppoſe. this one 
particular thing e miniſters. maintenance ſhould be ex- 
cluded: No the relt of things commanded by him. But now L 
will die how far his miniſters taught and ares his command 
iin this one point. 

Paul, that eminent miniſter and apoſil, yr to the won 
at Cormth, in his firſt le, 3 ix. Faith, T ing Ronen a 
is are ye in the Lord, verſe 2. ſhewin pas he had oy 
. info 77 faith in Chriſt, Kano, $ a$.unto 155 children, 

2 Cor, Iii. , and queries with them, Jaying, “ Have aur 795 
* * nat he {6 eat FM 70 rat ” 157 rle 4. 
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. 4 Ae we 2 not. of the fruit thereof ? Or who 
Py a; flock, and eateth not of "the milk of the flock? verſe 7. 
Wege concerning the law, ſaith, Thou fbalt not muzzle 
the 2 55 the ox that treudeib ou the corn, verſe 9. being written 
for our ſakes, ſaith he, for the labourer it worthy of his reward, 
1 Pim. vs. 58. And' 755 have ſown unte you ſpiritual thinge, 


great thing if cur ball reap your carnal things? 1 Cor. ix. 11. 
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7 W now I — alſo ſhew how the go bel miniflers e et | 

they taught: Paul, pg rye alle r their power extended 

But, ach he) nevertheleſs we have not uſed that power, . 

* of theſe things, but t ſuffer” all _ left we e bn the go 7 TY 

eee e Th 

bave nothing 10 glory of," for: neceſſil ee e Wo is 

unto. me. i ELL ver 15, 16. Fr Ts ths, 

thing wilt {have a reward : but if if age a mf a 

tion ihe 0 0 is "committed umto me What is my re 

245. that when I preach abe goſpel; I may ar the 

Ghrift -withaut charge, tba I abe not my- po in #4 of 

Yer 17, 18. So here is. a good example for a geſpel miniſter, rene, 
de had power to partake of their carna/ things, being the fruit f 
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my word) in dy uch, Jer. i. 9. And when be ſaw the 
a e Lord became a reproach, he thought to ſpeak no more in tis 
name, but hit avord awas in mine heart by CO) 0 Ae 
ſtrut up in my ones, * forbearing, and c 


. them, Kun, ix. 30. 


| faithfully, what: the Lord put in their: motiths, | 1 Kings. 
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and aud ele en acob his t raffen, 
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CO Crna in Goilen 2o-temad the ontiomrco-ifiens 
i. n but y they were to tarty until they 35 


were endued auith poxver. from on high, Luke xxiv. 49. Lain e 
they had received, As, i. 8. and ii. 4. they went forth to preach 
freely, and. it Was their gare to make the:goſpel free, and <without 


it was alſo the practice of others, as appears, 1 Cor. iv. 12. 
whether. prophecy, miniſtry, teaching, or exhortation; 1 Cor. xiv. 7. 


turn people from darkneſs ta-hght, from oh agrigh of Satan unto the 


power of God, Adds 26. 18. bp Ew that they were ſufficient f 
y was hs Xie ud ab 25 


-n 4! any thing; but their 
them able minifters of th e neo 1 11.706 
pirit ; for be letter e, but ſpirit life, 2 Cor. ili. 
Now they e , . by which they knew the t 

of God, which things 


ſpate, not in the words which man's 


And then they could fa . that. believed, Te are 4s 
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166, 167. And the Lord ſaid unto. Jeremiah, Bebold, 3 i 


ay, Jer. Xx. 9. Tele prophets of the Lord, pal bis 
2 by which he-revealed his ſecrets u 
Amos. il, 7. 1. Cor. ii. 10. And ſuch declared bis word | 


1 7A ii. 9. and 2 Thefſs iii. 8. (ar 104 dee egg 


Rom. Xii. 6, 7,8. Fon as every one had received the gift, ſo they 2: Þ 
were to miniſter, as gaod ftexwards, 1 Pet. iv. 10. And Paul was 
made a minifter's not of man, nor e Gal. i. 1. but according to 
the gift of the grace of God, Eph 7. And their work was to 


And. Micah ſaid, Truly I am full of power hy the ſpirit « of the Lord, 1 


change, as Paul ſaid, I have coveted no man's filver, or gold, or Wt 
K but. his hands miniftered to hir neceſſities, e WE + 


m teacheth, but 014 ty 555 bg tear ut, 1 Cor. ii. 12, Fi. „ 
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22 Ae Xvi. g. and xx. 34. 1 Co in. 12. + That ii. 9. 
8, leſt be ſhould becher le or burdenſome, ſo as to 
| dg 3% for (faith. be) Tull nor be burdenſome to you, 
* for not youre, but.you and. I ill very gladly ſpend and be 
ent for. you, 2 Cor. Xii. 15. But ſometimes he did make uſe 
Fe hie eee, of receiving -carza things in ſome other churches to 
ly his neceffities. 5 a 8 E228. and Phil. iv. 
Tam 16, 16. 1% 18. e left 


ee eee eee Se 
K 70 an wn Fi 40 10 
Hias nage, Rem. xik A 3. und willing th-communzates 1 Tim. 
| E Fer. quith ſuch ſacrifice God is avall pleaſed, Heb. xiii. 16. 
5 by fo has: N already ſaid, it is evident that Chriſt mi- 
lawfully. nr or _—; wich their hands; and af 
— oe er 
Panyen.. ta 
ol chat receive theit Ld tal hey: frebly game as 
Wey. r n wad leiduporth "IM 
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A concerning each of them —— 


Lor Trus P, Palos. eee 


ly * 1 I REF, 

CLAMUEL, e al! Shu is wing ond lad nge on 

eee eee hack 
£ dbfranded Wihom have: I oppreſſeck? Or: of 1oboſe; bund have 

- any * = 3 eee Au H woilh; re- 

5 i your... L at not. ud ns, 

opprofſed: us,, neither haſt thou: taken augh of = — tows: 


F che Lord: was - ee e truth thereof 1 Sam: xi 


ag ig e eee So fad; He cat up. 
Lord. _recompenſed him\ according: 10 7 
Thy . 


e Gord, and: had , Seay Far from B eee = 
. xw]wii. 2g. 24. And further. faid;. 


0 hands, 
bY hid in 
5 4 ad ihe TO againſt thee e och ii a I: unto BY 


1 11 1 
Fur be Wa 
e Pſal. exix. 2 tog 


Fe Lord, and 7 role 
166, 167. And the Lord ſaid unto. Feremiah, Bebald, I 


word inthy mouth, Jer. i. g. wo Foreich Boll hepa, 
The e Lord became a reproach, he thought to ſpeak no more in his 


cou 
= a4 
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name, but: hit word cas in mine heart e Agee | 
in m » and . with ing, and could nat 

Joy Jer. xx. 9. And theſe hets of the Lord, by his 

N e e ix. 30. by w the-revenled his fecrets unto 
Amos. ili. 


7. 1 Cor. f. 10. And ſuch declared his word 
faithf fully, RN Lace abby: mouths, / 1 Kings. xxii. 1K 


And Wiceb ſaid, Trub Ao rar Te 2 = 


reren 


TT ke xxiv. 


and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto 
| and unto iel e 3 


g . \$Chriſt * his A 199 


15 no! on man, nor 
ee . grace of God, Ephel. iii. 7. 
turn people from 3 ta-hght, from the Nene 7 Satan unto 1 
power of God, Acts 26. 18. Not that ey 


themſelves to do any things r 


708 Moient of 


them able miniſters of t 


new. 


, evho made 
— ee but of the 


Row 


for the letter killeih, but 


life, 2 Cor. iii. 


ſpirit give {hall 


| they. e , A. by which they knew the t ' 
| of God, \awhich things not in the vords which man's wif- TILE 
N e 1 Dy" ly Ghoſt teachath, - Cor. ttc 12, '3t, | 
. And. then L ar lay to thoſe that, believed, Je are 2 
and Cad alſo,. . 55 7 and W oe. behaved 
ourſelves among youy - 2 wag 5 


1. Of Fille Tt Fiu, Minit 


r bt. 2 


"the wage eee, bu 


lowed this Bala, N 
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- - vetous idolaters, Eph. v. 5. 


| . 2 mn rot ares 


ebe Mbit tb 17 0 6 and op it pry ri 
'— the lay time. ha ving eyet ff y wp that cannot ceaſe 
| Jon, (mark) beguiling unftabl 1 ow they have exerci 79 


afices, 2 Pet. its 10, fy 14, 15. Which is ab 
Ib 3 Pfalm. x; 3. it n mare” ry, Col. fi. 5. And 9 7 2 
hey dre thoſe that the Prophet 
1ſaiah compares to greedy dogs, that can never have enough ; looking 
every. one for his gain from his quarter, Iſa. lvi. 11. And fach that 
| weach for hire, and divine for money; and he that putteth not into their 
s, \they even prepare war-againſ} him, Mic. uit. 5, 11. And 
; they pp 25 (or the fruits thereof) and take them ly violence, 
.— Saving the Io (or law) in their hand, like old Eli's ſons, that took 
ment goods by force." So they oppreſe a man and his houſe, or heritage, 
Mic. ii. 1, 2. 1 Sam. ii. 16: - And by their means they bear rule; 
evhich is a horrible thing committed in the land, but a people loved to 
have it ſo, Jer. v. 30, e. And ſay, hc £0 unto. us ſmooth things, 
Iſa. xxx. 10. So theſe prophets lay, eace, peace, and there was 
no peace, Jer. vi. 14. And r The? Lord hath ſaid, when he never 
_ ſpate by them, nor ſent them 3 yet they. run, and propheſy lies in his 
name, of the deceit of their own heart, Jer. xiv, 14, and xxili. 21, 
25, 26, 30, 31. Wich is likened to daubing with untempered 
mortar, or ſewing pillows under people's arm holen, Ezek. Xiſi. 7, 
10, 11. Theſe prophets” conſpire together, lie a roaring lion, 
ravening the prey they have devoured ſouls, they have talen ibe trea- 
_ ſure ane precious things, they + have made many "widows, Ezek. 
Ni . 71 e the ſheep, and feed themſelves with the fat, 
an e alen ene But feed not the flock, nor feek that 
_ avhich was loft or driven away, but wit ow and cruelty have ruled. N 
The true prophets cried Wo erer ng woh, . xxxiüii. Ty 2 
i 9 ; bi 
: hriſt compared to ravening wolves in ſhe 175 ing. 
and bids us beware of them, for by their fruits 80 15 e ſhall 


c 

_  Anow them, Mat. vii. 15, 16. For they love to go in long cloathing, : 
and love ſalutations in the ange- fam. and chief ſeats in the ſy- 2 
nagagues, and the at. feaſts, and-to be ado ce 2 
Rabbi, or maſter, 5 * 7. k xii. 38, 39. Luke xx. 1 


46. Theſe are murmurers, complainers, walking after . own lufts 
"ond their mouth FER = Tak words ; "DI men's per 


; , ; », . 
} | : 


| 1 66 

them, 1 John iv. 5. And the traditions and commandments of men || 
they teach for dofrine, and ſeem to draw near God with their mouths, ||| 
and honour him with their lips, but their hearts are far awvay, Mat. 
xv. 8, 9. Teaching things which they ought not for filthy lucre ſake, |\\ 
Tf. . 11, And? der; covetouſneſs ſhall they with feigued words, 1 
make merchandize of ſome ; promiſing them liberty, while they them- ; 
ſelves are the ſervants 7 corruption, 2 Pet. ii. 3, 19. Such conſent I! 
not to wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, | 
and to the dofirine which ts reger g to godlineſs, but doting "ay } l ; 
queſtions, and ſtrifes of worde, whereof” comes envy, ſtrife, railings, Wl. 
. Ker Tim. . 5. From 55 Ae 1 
Now / L have briefly inſerted ſome of the general marks mentioned 
in Holy Scripture, deſcribing both the true and falſe prophets, mi-: 
niſters, &c. and in the laſt deſcription it doth ſeem to appear, that 
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the phyſiognomy of the national miniſters is moſt diſcerned, and there- 
fore have we juſt cauſe to believe they are no true goſpel miniſler. 
But if any ſhould ſuppoſe that this way of a general proof or i 
trial is inſufficient to render them no goſpel miniſters, I ſhall alſo in- 


_—— 


fert a few particulars, wherein they, and the rue minyſters of Chriſt, | 

are oppoſite, in call, fe, and pradlice. %%% ͤ MM 

Fin, Chriſt ſends forth, and gives commiſſion to his miniſtern : 
and they approved themſelves as his minifters, in much patience, in iſ 
aAiction, in necgſſily, in diftreſs, &c. 2 Cor. vi. 4. 1 | 


But theſe national miniſters are ſent forth by man, and their com- 
miſſion they receive from man, and by man's power they are upheld. 
Secondly, Chriſt's miniſters preached nat wvith enticing <vords of 

. man's zviſdom, but in demonſtration of the ſpirit and poxver, as they were: 


— r - oa Do * 222 ͤ tl Dna ir 
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bridge, their learning and ſtudy. of natural languages, arts, ſciences, 
and philoſophy, and old heathen authors, the inventions and traditions 
of men ; who, by their natural induftry and by. attain to their ſe- 
TO degrees, until they are thought of ability to ſet up for them- 
- Thirdly, Chriſt ſent forth his miniſters as ſberp among wolvees, Ii 
bon rn a be as wiſe as' ſerpents, and as harmleſs as doves, | 
But ſome of the national miniſters rather appear to be in the na 
ture of wolves themſelves, in /beep's cloathing ; for their works haye I 
too evidently manifeſted the ſame, by making havock and ſpoil of 
| the goods of their innocent and 1 15 neighbours, and violently | [i 


taught by the Holy Ghoſt, and as that gave them utterance, I Cor. ii. 

4, 13. Acts ii. 4. Luke xii. 13. although ſeveral were mean | ji 
mechaniehse tO TS og toy! 0 OE oh AD ODT OCH) "OO 
But the national miniſters are fitted to their miniſtry by the wiſ= | ip 
dom and ſtudy of man, being partly educated at Of 2 Cam. | | 


. 


3 . 19 5 | 
. | taking the ſame from them; and not only fo, but ſometimes caſting 
their bodies into priſon, and there have cauſed them ts remain un- 
til the expiration of their days, becauſe they could not for cone 
ſeience fake put into the mouths of theſe that are greedy of filthy 
' fucre, or ſuch that ſeek their gain fromtheir quarter, © __ 
- Fourthly, Chriſt commands his miniſters to go from one place, 
city, or nation, to another, to inſtruct or teach the people, and 
promiſed to be always eh them to the worlPs t. 
© But the priefts. and biſhops are limited within their particular 
| dioreſes and pariſhes, great part of their days; except ſometimes 
when a larger =_ is vacant, then ſome that have reſided in a 
ſmaller'benfice will ſtrive hard to get into it: ſo when they do re- 
move from one place to another, it is to get more money by the bar- 
dan; and unto ſuch calls as theſe, (viz. Come up ee their 
_ ears are very attentive; but to forſake a large benefice, and volun- 
tarily take a ſmall one, I never yet heard of one that did it. 
1 27 Chriſt's miniſters freely received their miniſtry from him, 
and freely they gave again. Sis VVV 
But this is not the caſe of the prieſts in our days; for they (or 
their parents) ſometimes are at great charge and expence in fitting 
them out to heir trade or miniſtry, and maintaining them at the 
univerſity ſeveral years; ſo that they cannot tru] 25 they have 
freely received their miniſtry, neither do they 88 ive the ſame: 
but the people muſt buy it ſuch as will have it (and fuch as will not 
are forced to pay) at a dear rate, conſidering how little it is worth: 
for from ſeven years to ſeventy, they remain confeſſing tbemſelves 
to be miſerable offenders, and that there is no health in them; and 
this is an evident token that the Lord never ſent them, becauſe 
they turm not ile people from their coil ways, Jer. Xxiii. 22. 
Siet hly, Chriſt's miniſters were not to be as lords over the he- 
rita wr God, nor each other: Chrifl himſelf forbid it, and ſaid, 
I ſhall not be ſo among you, Mat. xx. 26. 1 Pet. v. 3. 
But them of the national miniſtry exerciſe lordſhip over their 
_ flocks, and each other; ſome being called Lordi Spiritual, and 
© receive or embrace the title of Right Reverend Father in God— 
Lord. Biſbop .. Which is contrary to the miniſters of Chriſt. 
II X ſhould recite all particulars that might be mentioned, where - 
in there is a diſagreement or contrariety, between the true miniſters 0 
bf Chriſt in the primitive times, and the national miniſters in our 
days, it would much enlarge what I intend ; therefore theſe parti- | 
| 75 in this yum may ſuffice to ſhew the difference between them. | 
80 bo eonefude this part, I ſhall leave theſe four things for them to | 


prove by ſeriptore, if ey can. 


oF 
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that they are Chndba miniſters, by taking 


| * . % | 


| a5. ) „ 
bis inden for their n or comparing hols lives wid 

tices with thoſe that were truly ſo in the FOOTY. times, Phil 
17.1 7. . 3 Tam v.55: 


' 2dly. bat his miniſters have 8 Power or authority from bim 


do take, where it is not freely given 


= 305 That his minzſters may, or did contend, ſtrive fog 0. Yr 
compe ee. ive them of the things of this world, although they 


did partake of their miaiſiry; for a ſervant the Lord m not 
line, but but Phyto to all men, 2 Tim. ii. * | rig 


Ah, And laſtly, that his miniſlers may or did ores force Tithee 
or maintenance by law, from any that 0 not receive chem, and 


their dactrine or miniſiry. 


Now if- they can make full pro prof of theſe four aha by plain | 
ithes would ſoon be 1 70 for 
I believe there would be an uni verſal conſent thereunto : 177 inthe | 


ſcripture, the controverſy about 


Mme e groping 1: meme meg 3435 
e e rd, with the 


| Bein c TS bats chi of ]. For s Acts Foe en e 
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B Deen d det the Se, Ch 1 
1  Tithes throughout all the ten perſecutions, or about 


three hundred years after Chriſt ; but then tne Church was mains 
tained by the free benevolence of the people; as witneſſeth Origen, 


Tertullian and Cyprian; and alſo for the next three hundred years, 
when Heatheniſm bore ſway in this nation, which was till about 
the year 600; about which time Aufin the Monk was ſent hither 
ee ( called) the Great, over from Rome, aſſiſted with ſeveral = 


PORN do convert the Saxons from abe to popery; Ethelbert 


ing then king of Nent, who was converted, and aſterwards his 


ſubjects. This Erbelbert is ſaid to be very bountiful to Auſtin, and 


gave him the lordſhip of his chief city of Canterbury 3 yet I do not 
find by 8 that he you him anne or . Tuber to 


be given 


But about the year of our Lord 186, av it is reported; x councl/ 5 
being held in Mercia by two legates, ſent from pope Hadrian 
the firſt, wherein Tithes were eftabliſhed 5 ſo it ſeems the firſt law 
for payment of Tiber came from the Pope, and was agreed and 
co e Ya, gat wag king of Mercia, at rack 
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- 
= 18+ 


then about a ſeventh part of Eng/and) who by counſel of his Queen, 
cauſed Ethelbert, firſt king of the Eq. Angler; to be ſlain upon falſe 
ſuſpicion; and at length this O, underſtanding the innocency of 
Ethelbert, and the heinouſneſs of the fact, gave the tenth part of his 
goods to holy-church, in the remembrance of this Zthelbert ; and 
built a monaſtery beſides, endowing it with lands and rich revenues, 
for maintenance of an hundred Monks; thinking thereby to expiate 
or leſſen his fins, and merit ſalvation; fo afterwards went to Rome 
for his penance, where he gave the church of St. Peter a penny 
for every houſe throughout his dominion, Hat & Mon, vol. 1. 

%%% ⁵md ß „ 
ly And Ethelzoolf, ſon of Egbert, liking a monkiſh life, gave the 


church the T7he of all his goods and lands, p. 122 


- 


And allo it is faid that Athelfton, about anno 924, cauſed his 
res 7 brother, Zavin, to be ſet in an old rotten boat, in the 
broad ſea, where he being di/mayed. with the rage of the wind, caſt 
himſelf over-board, and was drowned ; which done Aibelſton the 
king, coming to remembrance of himſelf, was ſtriken with great re- 
pentance, and underwent penance the ſpace of ſeven years together, 

and alfo built two ' monaſteries, and decreed that Tuhes ſhould be 


paid, hoping thereby to expiate his ſins ; the form of which decree 


or law was this: 9 55 % 1 wo Suh 
- 7 Athelſton King, charge and command all my officers throughout 
my «whole realm, to give Tithes unto God of my proper. goods, as well in 
living cattle, as in corn and fruits of the ground; and that my Biſhops 
likeaviſe of their proper. goods, and mine Aldermen, and my officers and 
© bead men, ſhall do the ſame ; and he wills them to declare jt to ſuch 
as be under their ſubjection, &c. Ad. and Mon. p. 197. 
Hagan allo, about 959, is ſaid to have continued the payment of 
Tithes, who being a man of a vicious life, diſplaced married prigſle, 
and brought in Monks of a ſingle life to poſſeſs their places: He 
was a 67 e of virgins, and other laſcivious acts; he alſo built 
and repaired divers monaſteries and nunne rie. 
Then Canutus the firſt Daniſb king, who being guilty of, or had 
_ conſented unto, the blood of Edmund and Edward, ſons of Edmund 
* Tronfide, who were heirs to the crown; for which cauſe it is ſaid, 
about 1016, he confirmed Tithes, and in great devotion built and 


| . endowed the monaſtery of St. : Edmund (now called St. Edmund':- 


Bury, in Suffolk) for the ſeeming ghoſt of this St. Edmund often 


80 about this time (which was a time of great · darkneſs and ig- 
. norance) ſeveral ſuch like examples might be produced, 3 | 


; the nation came to {warm with ſeveral religious orders ( ſo called 


and monaſteries,” nunnertes and abbies, were erected and endowed 


a 


| if 81 
-mich PEG revenues and Tithes for their maintenance, that the do- j 
nors or givers thereof, might have their ſins remitted, through the || 
1 and interceſſion of ſuch that received them. 
Now in this ſhort relation there are three things worth obſer- 
vation, vis. 
II, It was near 800 years after Chriſt, before the firſt law for 
payment of Tithes ſeems to be made in England. 
.  2dly, Tithes were firſt given to the Church by the pope's 8 
rity, and confirmed by Popiſb Kings and Princes, that had been 
Hs of, or had he" W's unto, murder or bloogfbed, or foe other 
5 offence, for the molt part. 
» Tithes were not given to Chriſt's Min ers to ae che 
7 to the . 75 Clergy, as Prieſts, Monks, &c. to main- 
wok N in their idle ſuperſtitious practices; in ſaying and ſinging 
of maſſes, and praying br the ſouls of their benefactors, that there- 
by, {as i is ſaic ) they might have their fins remitted, and merit fal- 
| vation. Nj 


So it is Levident, chat this way of maintenance of Mi err by 1 
| Tither, aroſe from the Pope, and was impoſed by his authority, 2 
without any gro round for it in the New. Teffament, nor yet pratifed | 


in the Apoſtles days, nor thoſe that ſucceeded them for ſome 
hundred years afterwards, until the doctrine and orders of the 
7 BCLs were neglected, and errors, herefies, idolatrous and Her- 
pructicrt came to take place. 
But yet for a thouſand years after Chriſt, or more, it is lgee 
1 that the poor and needy had a ſhare and part in the Tihes 
that was then given, for their maintenance, which had ſome re- 
ſemblance to Moſes s law ; but about this time the Clergy began to 
be ſo far degenerated from Primitive. Chriſtianity, that much pride, 
ialleneſe, ſuperſtition, covetouſneſe, ſchiſms, luxury, and other evils, 
vere crept into their Church, which might be the cauſe that ſeveral 
of the hearts of the people were withdrawn. from ſuch freedom in 
adminiftering their Tuhes to the Clergy, but gave more to the por, 
thinking it better, beſtowed without doubt; which the Clergy pre- 
ſently perceiving, began to make laut and decrees, to compel the i 
1 people to pay all to them, that they might fill their own pockets; {| 
whereby the poor came to be left deſtitute, and {till are, of that 
which was at firſt given as their right. Nx 
One of the Synodial injunctions of An . Archbiſhop 1 
Canterbury, 1106, was, 7 hat no Tithe Jo Jo gives but Mm the 
Church. Act. & Mon. p. 176. 3 
And about 1180, 4 Council being held under 158. Ales inden - 
- the Third, obſerving the Fo. to ebe much 28 _ made . 
88 e e 
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And about 1215, at the Council of Lateran, under Pope Innocent 
che Third, it was decreed, That Tither ſhould be paid to the Paro- 


87 1 c > 326 a eek R 
And alſo about 1.270, at a Council at Lyons, under Pope Gre 


ory the "Tenth, it was conſtituted, That it ſhould not henceforth-be 
awful for men to grve their Tithes as they pleaſed, at they had done, 
but pay all to the Mother Church © Ne : 
Thus you fee how the covetous Clergy have, by Popiſb Laws, © 
got all to themſelves (and robbed the poor of their right.) Never- 
theleſs, in this time of groſs darkneſs, and midnight of Popery, the 
Lord raiſed*up ſome to ſtand as faithful cin for him, againſt 
this Aniichriſtian Yoke of Tithes, and forced maintenance; as well 
as other ee things : but for brevity's ſake, I ſhall only 
mention à few teſtimonies to this purpoſe. ee. 
-- Arnulphus, Archbiſhop of Lugdun, who lived in the time of 
Pope Honorius the Second, 1127, to the Clergy he ſaid, © I preach 
to you the truth, and blame your pride, ſtoutneſs, avarice, in- 
.. © continency, with your unmeaſureable greedinefs of getting and 
+ heaping up riches. * With much more that they could not bear; 
_ therefore it is ſaid, They privily took him, and drowned him, 
"Teſtimony of the true Church of God, p. 97s © 8 
SGulielmus de St. Amore, a chief Ruler of the Univer/uty of Paris, 
| about the year 1260, in his. 11th Siga of true and falſe prophets, 
faith, That true Apoſtles do preach only for God's cauſe, and 
for the health of ſouls, and for no temporal gain, but only to the 
glory of Chriſt, Falſe prophets do preach upon ſome occaſion, 
ds either ſecking ſome commodity at the hands of men, or elſe 
* becauſe of getting goods, honour, and praiſe among men. There- 
fore theſe evil and naughty preachers, which preach for worldly 
gain or honour, or elſe for the praiſe and commendation of men, 
Abe no true Apoſtles, but falſe prophets. * And in his 18th Sign, 


* 


faith, © That true Apoſtles do not defire the riches and goods of 
£ them to whom they preach, ” (much leſs of thoke to whom ory 
preach not) whereby they are diſcerned from wolves, viz. from falſe 
prophets, ? and brings Paul words, Afr 20. I have defered no 
man's gold nor filver ;- but his hands miniſtered to his neceſſities 3 * This 
_ © example of labouring (faith he) is a ſpeRacle for Biſhops,” 4s 
and Mar. 1 een it %%% 
Jon liel li h, 17th article, for which he was eenſured was, 
That Tenths (er Tithes)are- pure alms, and that thepartſhioners, 
may, for the offence of their curates, detain and keep them back, 
5 and beſtow them upon others at their own wills and pleaſures. ? 
Upon which arvieleas a large difputation, in which is ſhewed what 


Ant are, (viz.) Alus is a work whereby any thing is given ta the 


- * 


« * 


| © needy of compaſſion for God's ſake, &c.* And alſo ſhews, 
That Ticher were the tributes of poor ſouls, and that the Clergy 


© were not lords thereof, but only fewards ; and if they abuſe the 


© ſame, they are thieves, robbers, and ſacrilegious perſons. And 


. 


be the ſaid John Wicklif*s, it is ſaid, But Lord, there cometh 


5 hired men, and they ne feeden not thy ſheep in thy plenteous  . 
_ * lefew, but feeden thy ſheep with dreams, and falſe miracles and 


© tales, but at thy truth they ne come not; for Lord I trow thou 
* ſendeſt them never: Lord, of theſe hired men, ſpeaketh Jeremy 
the Prophet, and thou ſayeſt that word by him, I ne ſent them 


not, and they run quickly; I ne ſpake unto them, and they pro- 5 
pheciden. 2 Huſs manintained J. Wickliff*s opinions, | 


| and ſealed the fame with his blood, at Prague in Bohemia. 


William Swinderby, one of his articles was, That Tithes purely ö | 


© be alms; and that any perſon thar doth give his alms.to any, 


© which in his judgment is not in neceſſity, doth fin in fo giving it. * 
bids to miniſter 


 AndFin his appea/to the King faith, © Chriſt's Jaw | 
« ſpiritual things freely to the people; the Pope with his law ſells 

* for money, as pardons, orders, bleſſings, ſacraments, prayers, 

benefices, and preachings to the people.” Anno 1389] 5 
alter Brute, which is ſaid to be a man having the mighty ope- 


ration of God's ſpirit in him, his 4th article was, That no man : 
is bound to give Tithes or Oblations; and if any man will needs © 


* givc, he may give his Tithes and OMlations to Whom he will, 
excluding thereby the Curates,'—In his vindication, Taith, It 


is plain that the"T#hes were given to the ſons of Levi, for their 
« ſerving-1n the "Tabernacle, and in the temple of the Lord, as 


the fir{t fruits were given to the Prieſts, and alſo their ſacrifices 3 


and fo were the vows of their Miniſtry, as it appears in the book - 


of Numbers, chap. xxii. But, for as much as the labour of thoſe 
« ſacrifices did ceaſe at the coming (or ſuffering) of Chriſt, How 
* & ſhould thoſe: things be Semi] 

labour? and ſeeing that the firſt fruits were not demanded of 
« Chriſtians 5 Which firſt. fruits were then rather and Tooner de! 


manded to pay Tither, it is manifeſt and plain, neither by the law 
Tibet; but by the traditions of men they are bound. 


* 


in the prayer and complaint of the Plowoman, which is thought to 


, which were ordained for that 


© manded than the Tthes : why muſt the Tithes be demanded, e, 
* cept it be, therefore peradventure, becauſe that the Tithes. be 
more worth in valne than the firſt fruits ? and farther, « Where 

fore ſeeing that neither Chriſt,” nor any of the Apoſtles come? 


of Moſes, nor by Chriffs law, Chriſtian people are bound wy | 
much more upon this ſubjiec. 1 1 


„ 
Willi 8 in his examination befork the- Archbiſhop of 


X Corley, 1407, ſaith, © That the Archbiſhop charged him with 


__ « preachin nly and boldly at Shrew that Prieſts have no 
4 kale to e f Part amps — anſwer — 4 That in the old law 
| (which ended not fully till the time that Chriſt roſe up again from 
death to life) God commanded T#hes to be given to the Lever, 

« for their great buſineſs and daily travel that pertained to their 
$ office ; but Prieſts, becauſe their travel was much more eaſy and 
s light than was the office of the Leviter, God ordained char the 

| + Prieſts ſhould take the tenth part of thoſe T ithes for their liveli- 
hood; but now (1 faid) in the new Law, neither Ohriſt nor any 
| I had "Tay Apoſtles took Tithes of the people, nor commanded the 
le to pay Tithes, neither to Prieſts nor to Deacons :—He 
peaketh, that Gregory the Tenth commanded new Tithes to be 
1281 unto Prieſts : — And alſo Chriſt taught the people to do 


he alms, that is, works of mercy to poor needy men, (of ſurplus, 


© that is, ſuperfluous of their tem goods) which they had more 
4 than ae to their neceſſary eibosd ; and thus, I ſaid, not of 
Tuber, but of pure alms of the people, Chriſt lived and his 
« Apoſtles, when they were ſo buſy in preaching the word of God 
"© to the people, that they might not travel otherwiſe to get their 
* livelihood; but after Chriſt's aſcenſion, when the Apoſtles had 
6 received the Holy Ghoſt, they travelled with their Hands to get 
“their livelihood, &c. ? 
ow Archbiſhop ſaid, Thinkeſt thou this wholeſome learning 
© to ſow openly, or yet privately, among the e? Certain this 
_ « docrine contrarieth plainly the — 0 bod y fathers, which | 
have ordained, granted and licenſed Prieſts to bei in divers de- 
e grees, and to live by Tither and Offerings of the people. 
lam Thorpe. If prieſts live virtuouſly, by the example of 
« Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without Tithen, & c. che 1 1 would 
4 give them freely Jufficient livelihood.“. 
*, ff... Clarke ſaid, How wilt thou make this good, chat the 
Fig : people will give to the Preiſts their livelihood, ſince that 
now by law eve Prieſt can g conſtrain the people to give 
+: „ their livehhood !?“ 
WMillam Thorpe. Sir, 155 now no e though the people 
- ©.-prudye to give Prieſts the livelihood they aſk ; much people 
852 * w how =_ Prieſts ſhould live, and how that they live con- 
4 trary to Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; the poor needy people are for- 
faken, and left of the Prieſts to be-ſuſtained of the pariſhioners, 


a f * as if the Prieſts took nothing of the pariſhioners for to help the 


6 people withal; fo the pariſhioners pay their temporal oods tuice; 
a 2 where once e might fy ET were ln T8, Ke. 


210 


Nen if theſe. faithful riger and martyre' of Jeſs have b. 


tained ſuch a good report for their conſtancy, as they have amongſt | 
Proteſtants, why ſhould not their teſtimonies be thought worthy to 
be regarded? for doubtleſs, in what they have here declared con- 
cerning Tithes, they had the Holy Scripture on their ſide ; and not 
only 4 but the Spirit of the Lord in meaſure did aſſiſt and en- 


| courage them, to declare and te/lify againſt. thoſe things which at 
this day are upheld and vindicated, and that by thoſe that ſeem to 


have an honourable eſteem of theſe firſt reformers, though in life | 
und practice conform not therewith, but are found in the ſame ſteps 

of thole they teſtified againſt.- tO OEM “ 
But to this purpoſe I will further add part of the 15th article of 
the Bohemians, againſt the uſurping poser of the Clergy in their day 
— viz.) That they receive 7 ithes of men, and will of right have 


them, and preach and ſay, that men are bound to give them Tiber; | 


and therein they ſay falſly, for they cannot prove by the Ve 
s , Teftament that our Lord eſus Chriſt commanded it, nor his. dif- 


© 'ciples warned no man to do ſo, neither did themſelves receive 
them: but, although in the Old Teſtament it were commanded to 
Five Tibet, yet it cannot thereby be proved, that Chriſtian Men 


are bound thereto ; for this precept of the Ol Tęſlament had an 


end in the firſt year of (or after) our Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, like as 
the precept of Circumciſion. - Wherefore, well-beloved, confider 


and ſee how your Bi/bops ſeduce you, and ſhut. your eyes, with 


things that have no proof: Chri/ faith in the 11th of Luke, Give * . 
alma of thoſe things that remain; but he ſaid, not Give the Tenth | 
of the goods which ye poſſeſs; but, Give alms, &c. Anno 140% 

Now, by ſome of theſe foregoing teſtimonies, it ſeems, that 
Tithes were at firſt given alſo amnog ſome Chriſtians, upon no other 
account, or ground, than they did give alm; being left to ever 
man's freedom, which (it is ſaid) was divided by the Biſhop, part 


to the Prief, and part to the Poor; but through cuſtom and-uſage, 
and the Clergy's covetouſneſs, they at laſt became enforceable by 
their laws and decrees, and to be paid to another uſe than for 


which they were at firſt given; and ſo have continued until this age, | 
through ſeyeral changes of Government: for generally theſe cunning 
TirHE-MONGERS. can ſet their ſail to the wind, let it fit how it 


will, ſo that by it they may have their own corn ground, or bring 
large profit to chem“ 


ſerence and contention between him and the Pope, inſomuch that at 

laſt he denied the Pope's 2 and authority ; and it was abo- 
liſhed in England by Parlia 

Ling all religious houſes, with all their lands and goods; and the 


{ 


ves ; for if we look a little back, until the | 
reign of Henry VIII King of England, we ſhall find a great dif- 
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took an oath, that they would renounce the E 


* 


i - 
8 
* 


1 fon to be true to the Hing, his heirs: and ſuccgſſors ;; they alſo 
acknowledged their holding their e of the King only, 
petitioning him to make 7% . of the temporalities of the ſaid 
. ; ſo then they acknowledged the King to be prom head 
of che Church, as they had done the Pepe before; ſo this King, 
with his Parliament, made two Acts for the recovery of Tithes. 


Aſter him 2 his fon Edward the 6th; in whoſe reign, 
 Snjunfions were ſet forth, for the pulling down, and: removing of 


images out of their Churches ; and alſo the Book of Common Prayer 
was eſtabliſhed ; and another act made for the payment of Pre. 
dical Th wp. | RE G "5-4 5 bs AN . f : VL 4 | : . | 1 5 ä 955 V 

Aſter him, his ſiſter Queen Mary came to the Crown ; ſhe put 


dun Common Prayer, and ſet up Popery and Maſs again; and the 
_ Clergy then ſwore to be true to their Holy Mother, the Church of 
Rome, and their Holy Father, the Pope ; there being about three 


acknowledged to be the Supreme e ran} ranging arg 
of their beneffcer; which was but about one hundred and twent 


hundred that ſaffered death for refigion in her time ; among which 
 wumber, was of the Clergy about twenty ix. 


to the Crown 3 


ſhe put ommon Prayer ; and ſhe was 


to her, were turned out 


ab refuſed, in about nine thouſand, (being not one in ſeventy. 


So by ther conformity, they Mill retained their Benefices and 


Nu, zout the reigu of King Fames the Firſt, and Charles 
5 


year 1644, which was in the time of the Long 


Parliament; and then Common Prayer was denied, and voted 


. 


don, and the Direfory (fo called) for publick worſhip, was ſet 


| UP, by a Synod of Priefts then fitting at Weſtminſter ; the generality 


of the Clergy, rather than loſe their benefices, did conform with this 


alſo; but then they 2 denied and renounced their ordination 


' by biſbops, were not ſuck 
1 had power to demand Tithes : alſo about this time there were 


eclefraſtical Perſons that by former laws 


many petztions to the Parliament againſt them, and much writing 


| matters) preſently: ſaw danger, and made 


for their aboh/oment ; ſo theſe Priefts (being dere ghted in ſuch 
eir pelitiont to the 


. Parkament for them, and prevailed againſt the many petitions that 
were to the contraty; and then they Fa 
for non-payment in Ofver”s.name, at their courts, .affizes, and //- 


ued the people called Qua ler. 


22 many in priſon till death, and making ſpoil of their 


8⁰ 


7 
— 
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" And when King Charles the Second came to the Crown, and 


' duch things as grow from the ground, as Coxn, Har, &c. 


5 e 23 . . 
che Common Prayer Book was ſet up again, it is yet well known 


to many now alive, how that many of theſe greedy prieſts did em- 

Brace it again, for lucre fake, as divine ſervice; although before they 7 

did hf 5 it as idolatrous; and ſince Which time, they have gotten 
aws made, to recover the oil that feeds the light of their goſ- 


other 
pel, (as one of them termed Tiber“) which laws have by ſome 


for conſcience-· ſake cannot put into their mouths.i 


of them been executed unto great ſeverity, on many of thoſe that 


Thus it may be ſeen, what a great eſteem eli res Fn of. 
their ' high-applauded Diana of Tithes, that generally they have 


conformed to any power that hath been uppermoſt, rather than loſe 
their profit and gain gotten 


'* 


and if they perceive it to totter or ſhake, then, for fear it ſhould 


fall, ſpeedily they call out for help of thoſe they would ſeem to be 
above, which hitherto hath been granted them; but if their help 
and ſupport ſhould come to be withdrawn, chen down it would fall, 
and without queſtion, many that is borne up by it, would tumble 
down with it; for their lives and practices have but little influence 


freely to adminiſter unto them, as Goſpel-Miniſters. 


A ” 


Now conſidering what I have. here laid down concerning. 
Tithes, I ſhall alſo annex ſeveral Reaſons why I am perſuaded the 


5 called Qualers refuſe to pay the ſame unto the Pariſh 
ri 
lay, It is only a pretended 


uple of conſcience, or nothing of 
conſcience in it. 1 ; Ko Fo 


\_ Reaſon 1. Becauſe Tirnzs, as "they are now paid, app ar $ 
to be inconſiſtent with all the examples that can be produced from 


the Old or New Teſtament. 


| Reaſon 2. Becauſe PirnESs, as they were paid by the owe . 
unto the Levites, were put an end unto by Chriſt, when he offered 


up himſelf an acceptable ſacrifice, once for all; thereby aboliſhing 


that prieſthood, and the rites and ceremomes thereof: and to up- 
hold and maintain the ſame ſtill, is Jewiſh; and to deny Chriſt come 


in the fleſh ; therefore of Antichriſt, 1 John iv. 3. _ 


- Reaſon 3. Becauſe Tir Es, ſince Chriſt, hath been brought _ 
in, and fet up in the Church, by the Pope's authority, and com- 

be paid by Popiſh Kings, Princes, Councils, cc. 
the Clergy, in that which Proteſtants 


manded to 
to uphold and maintain 
count ſuperſtition. 


„ Ina Paper, entitled “ The Dreadful Danger of Sacrilege, 2 


their craft, which is as a principal 
pillar to ſupport and uphold their Miniſtry ; and the foundation _ 
of this pillar ſeems to ſtand on a bad ground, not wartantable by 
ſcripture, and many thouſands are (and have been) borne up by it; 


- tpon the hearts of the people, by which they ſhould be engaged 


ieſts; endeavouring N to remove the opinion of ſome, that 
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Lo Reaſon 0 ae to pay Trans; is to 1 Fee do 
contrary to, or cenſute, the generation of the Faithful, who have 


borne teſtimony againſt it, and ſuffered under Popery and 9 
| "nt upheld it. 


* Reaſon 5. Becauſe by x aying Trunks is to uphold and main- 


tain ſuch 4 Miniſtry, that (with ue reaſon) we believe is incon- 
0 ſiltent with the Miniſtiy. of Chri 


Reaſon 6. _ Becauſe that in ſo doing we ſhall be found hy) 


4 erites, in putting our Hands to help to uphold that thing, w oh 


fs. 


5 | 
"= 
. 


we believe the Lord hack determined to caſt: own, and utterly 


boi. 

+ Reaſon 7. e it is ſaid, * Let every man be fully pe per- 

1 © ſuadedin his own mind ; and, Whatſoever i is not of faith is ſin, 
Rom. Xiv. 5, 23. And we are perſuaded for the reaſons afore- 


faid,/that we ought not to pay TiruESs ; and alſo believe, that the 


| * National Miniſters have no juſt right to it; therefore to us it 
would be a fin to pay it them 
KReaſon 8. Becauſe we believe chat there 1 is no law ar is, or 
dan be made by men, of greater power or authority than the law of 
God, that is truly written in the heart and conſcience, agreeable 
to the Holy Seriptures; therefore we ſay, Whether ought we 


vot to node agg COMET) TO bow pee ar v E? et iv. 18. 
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